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country was sparsely inhabited by a rude population/' l In Rhode Island not far from Providence the traveler was forced to keep mounting and dismounting from his horse in order to get along at all.2 Dr. Taylor, in the Massachusetts Convention of 1788, arguing for frequent elections, said that it would take less than three weeks for Massachusetts members of Congress to go from Boston to Philadelphia.3
Farmers only a short distance from New York could not bring their produce to the city in the winter because the roads were impassable.4 Up State, in Cooper's Otsego settlement, "not one in twenty of the settlers had a horse and the way lay through rapid streams, across swamps or over bogs. ... If the father of a family went abroad to labour for bread, it cost him three times its value before he could bring it home." 5 As late as 1790, after forty thousand acres in this region had been taken up "by the poorest order of men . * . there were neither roads nor bridges"; and about Otsego itself there was not even "any trace of a road." 6 Where Utica now stands, the opening through the wilderness, which went by the name of a road, was so nearly impassable that a horseback traveler could make no
1  Watson, 266.
2  "The road is execrable; one is perpetually mounting and descending and always on the most rugged roads." (Chastellux, 20.)
8 Elliott, ii, 21-22.
4 "In December last, the roads were so intollerably bad that the country people could not bring their forage to market, though actually offered the cash on delivery" (Pickering to Hodgdon; Pickering; Pickering, i, 392.)
6 Cooper, 1875-86, as quoted in Hart, iii, 98.                6 76.